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Utah's ARMI: Agriculture, Railroad, Mining, Industrialization 

By Jacqueline Ricks 

Summary 
Students will locate cities that developed because of ARMI and plot them on a map. They will use visual keys to identify 
the cities. Then, they will research the current population, origination, and interesting facts about many of Utah’s ARMI 
towns. They will then use a framed paragraph to explain how ARMI helped Utah create communities.  

Main Curriculum Tie 
UT Studies Standard 2.6  
Students will explain how agriculture, railroads, mining, and industrialization created new communities and new 
economies throughout the state.  

Time Frame 
2 time periods that run 45 minutes each 

Group Size 
For maximum efficiency, students will be put in pairs for completing the map and research for the chart to help reduce the 
time commitment for the lesson.  

Life Skills 
_ Aesthetics _ Character _ Communication _ Employability   
_ Social & Civic Responsibility X Systems Thinking X Thinking & Reasoning  

Materials 
Technology for student research (Chromebooks, iPads, etc.), atlas of Utah (or use website of Utah cities), student 
handouts.  
Student Worksheets and Answer Key 

Background for Teachers 
Teachers should acquaint themselves with the background of the included cities of Utah and know where to find them on 
the map of Utah.  

Student Prior Knowledge 
Knowledge of the vocabulary words agriculture, mining, and industry. 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
Students will be able to accurately place cities on the map and see the impact of ARMI on Utah as a visual representation. 
They will also be able to explain how the railroad increased the economies of these cities by expanding their reach.  
  



Page | 3 

Instructional Procedures 
The teacher should distribute the blank map of Utah with the chart of Utah’s cities. Have students work in pairs to plot the 
cities on the map. Then, using the website provided on the handout, students should research the listed cities and fill in 
the chart completely. Students will then know why each city was founded and should go back to their maps and draw the 
correct symbol next to each city. Finally, students will fill in the blanks of the framed paragraph using the chart and word 
bank, explaining the impact of ARMI on communities and economies.  

Strategies for Diverse Learners 
A framed paragraph with word bank will help students develop writing and organizational skills. Partner work will help 
students research. Drawing symbols will help ELL students visualize the message of the lesson. Not all of the cities are 
necessary; some can be eliminated at the teacher’s discretion. Teachers could substitute the blank outline map of Utah 
with a blank county map for additional help in identifying locations of cities.  

Extensions 
An extension is provided on the lesson--a question connecting the subject to today. Students need to research whether or 
not those same ARMI characteristics are as important to Utah’s economy today.  

Assessment Plan 
Assess student understanding by evaluating completion of the framed paragraph.  
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Extension: Do your own research and answer the following question: How does Utah 
rely on agriculture, railroads, mining, and industry today?  Explain, using examples. 
What are some of the ways that Utah’s economy has changed since the development of 
the railroads? 
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Lesson plans on the Transcontinental Railroad created with the support of Spike150, 
the Utah Division of State History, and Utah Council for the Social Studies. 


